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The location was a birch Betula pubescens woodland between Braemar and the
Linn of Dee with a heavily grazed under-storey of ericaceous shrubs. In Speyside
and Rannoch, the species is said to inhabit old growth birch woodland. The birch at
this Deeside locality could not be described as old growth though possibly such trees
exist nearby. The moth has not yet been recorded from mature birchwoods further
east, between Braemar and Ballater.

The Rannoch Sprawler has been added to the list of moths that have occurred in
north-east Scotland (Palmer, Young and Leverton, op. cit.). Further trapping and
daytime searching is planned for early 2003 with the aim of extending knowledge of
the distribution of the moth in this area. It is also hoped that moths from Deeside can
be compared with specimens from Rannoch and Speyside; these are said to differ
slightly from each other and it will be interesting if it can be determined with which
population the Deeside moths have the closest affinity.

Thanks to Bob Palmer for commenting on a draft of this note.— NICK A.
LiTTLEWOOD, University of Aberdeen, Dept. Plant and Soil Sciences, Cruickshank
Building, St. Machar Drive, Aberdeen AB24 3UU (E-mail: n.littlewood @abdn.ac.uk).

Scarce Merveille du Jour Moma alpium (Osbeck) (Lep.: Noctuidae): an
association with Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa?

On 24 June 2002, David Green and myself recorded a single Scarce Merveille du Jour
at a 125watt MV light trap run overnight under the canopy of a stand of Sweet Chestnut
in Rewell Wood, West Sussex. This Sweet Chestnut block was last coppiced in 1984.

On the 19 August, I re-visited the site with the aim of trying to locate larvae of the
Waved Carpet Hydrelia sylvata — another UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority
species. Although I failed to find any Waved Carpet larvae, I was surprised to find a
single nearly full-grown larva of the Scarce Merveille du Jour on a scrubby, two metres
tall Sweet Chestnut. This young tree was along a ride on the eastern edge of a block of
chestnuts averaging about 10 metres in height, and which was last coppiced in 1990.
The nearest Oak, the usual foodplant, was about 40-50metres distant. The larva
continued to feed on Sweet Chestnut for a few days before pupating.

This would appear to be a new foodplant for the species in this country and quite
possibly in Europe. Porter (1997. The Colour Identification Guide to Caterpillars of
the British Isles. Viking) gives oak, and Nowacki (1998. The Noctuids (Lepidoptera,
Noctuidae) of Central Europe. Slamka), covering central Europe, lists Quercus spp.,
Betula spp., Fagus spp. and Sorbus spp. as foodplants.

This larva was found during a study on the Waved Carpet at Rewell Wood, funded
by Forest Research (an Agency of the Forestry Commission) and Forest Enterprise.
This study is part of Butterfly Conservation’s Action for Threatened Moths Project. 1
would like to take this opportunity to thank both Robert Thurlow and Stan Abbott for
providing access permission to Rewell Wood and the former for also providing
details about the ages of the various coppice blocks at the site.— MARK PARSONS,
Butterfly Conservation, Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset BH20 SQP.



